LEPIDOPTEEA
Two pairs of wings, large and nearly equal in size, with
not more than fifteen nervures and four cross-nervures on
each ; the body and wings densely clothed in scales ; antennae
of varied form, but usually simple and prominent; mandibles
absent, except in Micropterygidae, the maxillae formed into
a long tubular proboscis, which is coiled up when not in use
and protected by the labial palps. Metamorphosis com-
plete ; the larva with biting mouth-parts and from two to
five pairs of sucker feet; larva herbivorous as a rule, living
openly on the food-plant; pupa obtect, with or without a
silken cocoon.
Lepidoptera are easily recognizable in the larval, pupal and
imaginal stages. Although the size and colour are very
variable, the structure throughout the group is exceedingly
uniform.
The eggs are of three main types, those of the butterflies
being usually upright and somewhat barrel-shaped (Fig. 105),
those of the large moths rounded and slightly flattened (Fig.
117), and those of the small moths flat and scale-like (Fig. 133).
These distinctions are not, however, very reliable, as many of
the butterflies have eggs which more closely approach the
moth type.
The larvae of Lepidoptera, usually termed caterpillars, are
very uniform. The head is distinct and thickly chitinized.
The eyes are very imperfect, consisting merely of up to six
ocelli, situated on each side of the lower part of the head.
The mandibles are the most important feature of the mouth-
parts ; labium, labrum and maxillae are present, but the last
named are very small. The spinneret, by means of which
the silk is exuded, is prominently placed on the labium.
Antennae are present, but are very inconspicuous. Behind
the head there is a small chitinized plate, and minute chitinized
tubercles, each bearing a hair, are found on every segment
throughout the length of the body. The body, not including
the head, consists of thirteen segments, of which the first
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